
MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

FOSTON ON THE WOLDS

5th April 2023 
Present:

Mrs S Greenlaw
Clerk

Mr B Fleming
Chair
Mr R Watts
Mr D Hardy Hodgson
Mr T Sellers
Mrs L Vulliamy

Mrs Jane Evison ERYC Ward Councillor

Public Forum:  3 members of the public in attendance.
1 
Public Forum
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. A parishioner from Foston took the opportunity to thank Cllr Jane Evison for all her hard work and support as a ward councillor over the years since 1996. A resident from Gembling spoke about his initial FOI request and then a follow up request for more information, this was agreed it would be discussed on the main meeting as it was an Agenda item. Another Gembling resident asked when he would receive an invoice for his FOI request, and it was explained there had been agreed there would be no charge for that information initially. 
2
To decide on what action the Council wish to take on any items raised within the Public Forum 
The parishioners were thanked and advised that all the items raised were included in the agenda and would be discussed when the meeting opened.The Public Forum closed with no further items to be discussed.
Main Meeting

3
Notice of Meeting – To confirm that notice has been given in accordance with: Schedule 12, Paragraph 10 of the Local Government Act 1972.

4
Apologies – No apologies
5
Declaration of Interest – No declarations were made.
6
Approval of Minutes – from the meeting on 1st March 2023. Approval of the extraordinary meeting minutes held on the 14th March 2023 also took place, with the chair signing both minutes.
7
Matters Arising - 

a) Recent Planning – No planning to be discussed.
b) Nomination Form update – the Chairman has taken to County Hall 5 forms from the councillors, and they are all approved. Therefore we have 5 councillors with nominations accepted, and ERYC have announced there is no election at the Parish of Foston. 
c) Village Walkaround, Highways Update, Gembling HGV sign and Brigham Stop sign–  The walkaround is scheduled for 11th April 2023, and all items as already discussed will be mentioned on the walkaround. Gembing work will not be considered as the walkabout team only operate within 30mph limits. This applies to all areas of ERYC. Gembling HGV sign was discussed, and the concern around the sign and the lack of HGV’s being able to enter the village for various reasons and what impact this would have on the residents of Gembling. Other options were suggested, and it was felt that the Gembling Speed Limit sign if this gets authorised would slow down the larger vehicles. The clerk suggested the Gembing Speed Limit would be put back on the Agenda June/July time, however the clerk would write to Highways as a priority to move this along if possible. Brigham/Foston stop sign was discussed and again the clerk will include this on the email to Highways and then put on as a future agenda item.
d) Complaint Procedure  – All councillors agreed the new complaint procedure and this will be loaded onto the website and adopted as a new policy from 5th April 2023. Cllr Hardy-Hodgson proposed and Cllr Watts seconded the procedure.
e) Other Procedures to look at – The clerk suggested that the FPC would need to look at other procedures to bring them inline with other local councils. It was agreed that the clerk would look at other procedures that the FPC need to adopt and bring along to the June meeting to start looking at what policies and procedures the FPC will adopt this year.
f) Approval of 3 days working days of Agenda Items – The parishioners can now forward any Agenda Items to the clerk for consideration of inclusion in the next meetings Agenda. It was felt that 7 day’s notice would be sufficient. The Agenda will then be placed on the website and notice boards 7 days prior to a meeting.
g) FOI Requests & All emails to consider and action – the clerk updated the meeting with the volume of emails received in a 6 week period from Parishioners and it was agreed to focus on 3 main ones that needed addressing. 1) FOI requesting Cllr Hardy-Hodgson’s notes from a Parish Council Meeting. These will not be sent as these are personal notes and destroyed after the meeting. The clerk to send FOI refusal request letter. 2) Gembling Flyer internal review – again this was not agreed that this will be done. The FPC agreed that all the information that it holds had been sent. The FPC agreed that there is no benefit to be gained by an internal review, the FPC would therefore not spend costly time conducting an Internal Review. The clerk will send a letter explaining the points discussed. 3) FOI / Further information on key points, the clerk felt she could address these, and would provide a response to the 9 questions been asked.
h) Lisset Windfarm – £1700 has been agreed for the FPC and the councillors discussed what work around the Parish can be done to make use of the money within the Wind Farm Grant. The Parishioners are been asked if they have any suggestions on how to spend the funding, and email the clerk with any suggestions.
i) Donation Clock – the cheque was agreed and a £100 donation will be sent towards the work completed. Proposed by Cllr Vulliamy, seconded by Cllr Hardy-Hodgson.
j) Finances – agree bank statements the clerk informed the meeting of the balance of the accounts that Foston Parish Council hold with HSBC bank. 
k) Correspondance & Exchange of information received in the month – the clerk had no other correspondence. Cllr Watts has been in touch with the Primary Care Supplies and got some new pads for the Defibrillator and a cheque will be raised at the next meeting.
8) Finance - Cheques to approve – Sarah Greenlaw Salary £218.13, Invoice Website Hosting £1.20, Village Hall Match Funding King Coronation £125, Clock Donation £100.00
9) Confirm Next Meeting - To confirm the date of the next meeting – Thursday 11th April 2023.
The meeting concluded at 7.55pm
Minutes Approval by the Chair, Cllr B Fleming
Signature_______________________








Date
___________________________


