
MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

FOSTON ON THE WOLDS

1st March 2023 
Present:

Mrs S Greenlaw
Clerk

Mr B Fleming
Chair
Mr R Watts
Mr D Hardy Hodgson
Mr T Sellers
Mrs L Vulliamy

Mr Charlie Dewhirst
ERYC Ward Councillor

Mrs Jane Evison ERYC Ward Councillor

Public Forum:  3 members of the public in attendance.
The meeting followed a presentation by Tekss Energy to members of the Parish and the councillors in regards to the proposal of the Gembling Solar Farm.

1 
Public Forum
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. A parishioner from Gembling spoke about the Foston Parish Council website and the change of Domain and asked the councillors what was going on, as the old website now takes the user to an antique site. 
2
To decide on what action the Council wish to take on any items raised within the Public Forum 
The parishioners were thanked and advised that all the items raised were included in the agenda and would be discussed when the meeting opened. The chair explained that the website was on the Agenda at 7e and would be discussed in more detail then. The Public Forum closed with no further items to be discussed.
Main Meeting

3
Notice of Meeting – To confirm that notice has been given in accordance with: Schedule 12, Paragraph 10 of the Local Government Act 1972.

4
Apologies – No apologies
5
Declaration of Interest – No declarations were made.
6
Approval of Minutes – from the meeting on 1st February 2023 Cllr Hardy-Hodgson proposed the minutes and Cllr Sellers seconded them.
8
7
Matters Arising - 

a) Recent Planning – No planning to be discussed.
b) Freedom of Information Request – the clerk talked through with the councillors the information that she had put together in regard to the Gembling Flyer and FOI request. The time implications of putting together FOI requests were discussed. The Chair confirmed that on this occasion the information should be sent and there would be no cost for this FOI request however, if this then starts to be more frequent and the FPC receive lots of FOI request then they will be costed and the relevant charges will be applied. Cllr Hardy-Hodgson proposed this information goes out on this occasion with no charge, Cllr Fleming seconded this. Cllr Dewhirst explained that some FOI requests are not reasonable timewise to comply with. The clerk agreed to send this out with a covering letter. A further FOI request was received from a Gembling Resident with lots of different points to be addressed, the clerk gave a detailed update on how much work this would involve to get all this done and information found and retrieved. The Chair stated this would be prohibitive, and would take too much time. Cllr Sellars proposed that a letter be sent to the FOI requestor to inform them that the FOI request would be too prohibitive and if they would like specific information to advise the council on what that information might be, and then they would look again at the FOI request. Cllr Watts seconded the letter.
c) Highways Update and Fingerpost Sign Update–  Trees Brigham – will not be looked at, and again this will be looked at early May. General highways issues on paths and roads will again be looked at in the next years budgets, but they are hopeful it will be sorted. The clerk informed the councillors that the walkabout should happen with the next few months. The Fingerposts in Brigham will be done in the next batch.
d) Coronation Funding – The Village Hall committee have put a grant application in for a £500 fund available for celebrations for the Kings Coronation. This would need to be match funded and the FPC would put forward a £125 donation for match funding this was proposed b Cllr Watts and seconded by Cllr Hardy-Hodgson. The Village Hall, the Ladies Group and the FOG’s would put in £125 each for the match funding. Cheque to be raised at the next meeting.
e) Website Update and Fasthosts Email Addresses – The clerk gave an update on the website domain and reasons why the website name was changed over to a new name. The website will be revamped, and made more user friendly.  The clerk will be looking in to an email address for the Chair so he can use a separate email address from his personal emails. Fasthost’s can do this, and when the website is sorted and ERYC point the Domain back to Fasthosts then we will get an email for the Chair set up. Cllr Hardy-Hodgson proposed an email for the Chair and Cllr Watts seconded.
f) Complaint Procedure to look at progress – There were a few amendments to make and he/she will be replaced with they. The amendments will be made and a final draft will be confirmed in the next meeting. The Vexatious / Habitual Policy will again be discussed and confirmed at the next meeting and then published on the website and adopted as Council Policy going forward.
g) Gembling Solar Farm Proposal – the councillors discussed the presentation and put forward some individual comments on the proposal at this stage.
h) Election / co-option of new Parish Councillors – Cllr Fleming stated the annual meeting was in May and the councillors need to fill in the co-election application forms and send to the ERYC. The vacancy notice will be sent back around and put on the notice boards. Cllr Fleming agreed to take the forms to ERYC, the clerk will circulate the forms so the councillors have the correct information.
i) Finances – agree bank statements the clerk informed the meeting of the balance of the accounts the Foston Parish Council hold with HSBC bank, one account is a current account that the cheques get paid from. The other account has a small interest payment per month. 
j) Correspondance – exchange of information received in the month – The clerk said that she had been sent a request for repair to the church clock and asked if the council would like to make a contribution to this. This would be confirmed and agreed at next months meeting. 
An email had been received about reviewing climate change and Cllr Evison updated the councillors on the email and the fact that perhaps sometimes in the planning that they receive they would consider the climate change and encourage that any planning should look at how they can make an impact.
k) Councillors Exchange and agree next months agenda items – Highways, Complaints Procedures, Other Procedures, Gembling HGV Sign and Speed Limit, Brigham Stop sign, Donation on the Clock, Lisset Wind Farm Fund.
8) Finance - Cheques to approve – Sarah Greenlaw Salary £217.63, Invoice Website Hosting and Domain £3.60, Chris Foreman £816.00.
9) Confirm Next Meeting - To confirm the date of the next meeting - Wednesday 5th April 2023.
The meeting concluded at 9pm
Minutes Approval by the Chair, Cllr B Fleming
Signature_______________________








Date
___________________________


